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Launch of the ATCMS New Board 


(ATCMS’s Announcement)





American TCM Society (ATCMS) held a board meeting at Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel, in Flushing, NYC, on February 5, 2012. Based on the ATCMS By-Laws, the board has approved the nomination of Corey DiStasio, Xiaoyan Jiang, Lance Li, Zhijun Li, and Feng Liang as new board members. ATCMS currently has a total of 41 board members and they are Drs. Zhengying Bao, Dazhi Chen, Gui Chen, Lihua Chen, Jue Cheng, Jihong Ding, Corey DiStasio, Jie Fu, Magnolia Goh, Yue Han, Nifei Hsieh, Emily Hu, Jing Huo, Jing Jiang, Xiaoyan Jiang, Brian Kuo, Hui Li, Lance Li, Xueguo Li, Zhijun Li, Feng Liang, Sophia Liao, Hongwei Liu, Ming Liu, Faith Mao, Miguel Maya, Peter Ng, Angel Ren, Jie Shi, Hong Su, Dongxing Sun, Kaiwing Wai, Hongxing Wang, Wei Wei, Wanmei Woo, Dadong Wu, Xiujuan Yang, Peijun Zeng, Guoping Zheng, Ling Zheng, and Xin Zheng.


On the same day, the new ATCMS board had its first general meeting and elected Drs. Jun Xu and Roger Tsao as the member of the Supervision Committee, and voted Drs. Ling Zheng, Guoping Zheng, Dazhi Chen, Jie Shi, Sophia Liao, Jie Fu, Ming Liu, Dongxing Sun, Emily Hu, Xin Zheng, and Nifei Hsieh as the new Standing Board members. The new standing board voted Ling Zheng as the president, Guoping Zheng, Dazhi Chen, and Jie Shi as the vice-president, Sophia Liao as the secretary-in-general, and Ming Liu and Dongxing Sun as the associate-secretary. According to the ATCMS By-Laws, the standing board elected Yongming Li (the founding president of ATCMS) and Jun Xu (the former president of ATCMS) to be the Honorary President, Roger Tsao to be one of the members of the Advisory Committee.


Dr. Jun Xu, the former President, praised every colleague’s efforts and supports during the past two years of his term. He reviewed the accomplishments of the 2nd term of the ATCMS board, and hope that the new team will continue to serve the TCM community and run ATCMS based on the democratic principle and the ATCMS By-Laws.


At the end of the meeting, Dr. Ling Zheng, the new President of ATCMS, declared that the new ATCMS board will serve continually and try everyone’s best to provide more benefits to ATCMS members. In the upcoming two years, ATCMS will try to provide high quality seminars to meet the need of TCM practitioners. Also, ATCMS will communicate with health insurance carriers and urge them to provide reasonable insurance policies to cover for acupuncture costs. ATCMS will provide the updated acupuncture coverage information of difference insurance companies and share the knowledge of insurance reimbursement with ATCMS members, so that they will be able to claim for acupuncture treatment fee from insurance companies successfully. ATCMS will strengthen the bilingual services during ATCMS seminars, and encourage more practitioners who graduated from local TCM schools to join our society.


There are five current ATCMS Supervision Committee members including Guoguang Chen (Chair), Yong Ming Li, John Pai, Jun Xu, and Roger Tsao. The Advisory Committee members include Chunyuan Li (Chair), Guoguang Chen (Vice-Chair), David Hung, Roger Tsao, Libang Zhang, Baoshan Liang, Shiling Chen, and Yage Yang.


After the board meeting, the new ATCMS board built up the following working teams and started running immediately:


Secretariat: Sophia Liao (Secretary-in-General), Ming Liu (Associate-Secretary, to assist the administration affairs), Dongxing Sun (Associate-Secretary, to assist the member registration affairs). Other team members include Wanmei Woo, Angel Ren, Hongxing Wang, and Lihua Chen.


The Academic Sub-Committee: Guoping Zheng (Vice-President, Co-Chair), Jie Fu (Co-Chair), Nifei Hsieh, Corey DiStasio, Xiujuan Yang, John Pai, Xin Zheng, Hui Li, Hongwei Liu, Lance Li, Jue Cheng, Hong Su, and Jihong Ding.


The Legislation and Insurance Affairs Sub-Committee: Dazhi Chen (Vice-President, Chair), Emily Hu (Co-Chair), Lance Li, Corey DiStasio, Faith Mao, Magnolia Goh, Xueguo Li, Yue Han, Miguel Maya, and Kaiwing Wai.


Members’ Relationship and Benefits: Jie Shi (Vice-President, in Charge), Hong Su, Magnolia Goh, Zhijun Li, Feng Liang, Dadong Wu, Lihua Chen, Wei Wei, Xiaoyan Jiang, Jing Jiang, and Yue Han.


Member Development: Xin Zheng (in Charge), Faith Mao, Nifei Hsieh, Corey DiStasio, Lance Li, Dadong Wu, Gui Chen, Zhengying Bao, Peter Ng, and Brian Kuo.


Treasurer: Sophia Liao (in charge), Angel Ren (Book-Keeper), and Dongxing Sun.


ATCMS Website: Yong Ming Li and Nifei Hsieh.


ATCMS Newsletter Editors: Ming Liu (Chief Editor). Members include Yong Ming Li (Editorial Designer), Jing Huo, Peijun Zeng, Hongxing Wang, Xueguo Li, Jue Cheng, Zhijun Li, Jie Shi ( in charge of ad), and Dongxing Sun (in charge of ad).


All attending board members and working committee members declare that they will take their responsibility for their position and try their best to serve for ATCMS in the two years.					(American TCM Society    February 5, 2012)
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Brief News:


The results obtained from the healthy subjects imply that blood circulation in the injured tendon in a plaster cast may be improved by applying acupuncture or heating treatments to the contralateral healthy limb.INT J SPORTS MED, 2011 Oct; 32: 807


A study on 21 healthy volunteers demonstrated: Fullness, numbness, and soreness were the most common and obvious sensations associated with electro-acupuncture. The difference of sensation intensities may be associated with different nerve innervations. J ALTERN COMPL MED, 2011 Nov; 17: 1007


The results of a clinical study indicated that the electroacupuncture treatment at BL32, BL33 and BL35 may have long lasting therapeutic effectiveness in the management of neurogenic urinary retention secondary to cauda equina injury. ACUPUNCTURE MED, 2011 Sep; 29: 188


The data from a bench research indicated that acupuncture at the KI3 of the kidney meridian of the foot shaoyin was able to increase NAD-dependent isocitrate dehydrogenase and quinone reductase expression in the kidney, and supported the relationship between the kidney and KI3. AM J CHINESE MED, 2011; 39: 687


A study of 45 women with postmenopausal insomnia (PI) who received auricular acupressure (AA) therapy suggests that AA intervention leads to more cardiac parasympathetic and less cardiac sympathetic activity, which contributes to the improvement of PI. MENOPAUSE, 2011 Jun; 18(6): 638-45


                                                                                                      								(Jing Huo)





About WWWQ


Wang 望：inspection


Wen 闻：listening & smelling


Wen 问：inquiry


Qie 切：palpation








Introduction to Seminars on March 25, 2012





We are very pleased to announce that Dr. Jieying Fu, from Guang Zhou, China, will come to New York to give us a lecture on March 25, 2012 at Sheraton Hotel in Flushing. Dr. Fu is a professor at the College of Acupuncture and Tui Na at Guang Zhou University of Traditional Chinese Medicine. She practices acupuncture at a teaching hospital. She is very experienced with teaching, clinical work and research and serves as an advisor for graduate students.  She is an expert in facial rejuvenation with acupuncture and Chinese herbs and has published many books. Dr. Fu is a famous speaker in China and she has given many talks in Chinese TV stations. She has also visited many other areas and countries including eastern Asia, Tai Wan, Hong Kong, Macau, Japan and Finland. Dr. Fu will spend 5 hours talking about the Role of Acupuncture in Constitution Adjustment, and Facial Rejuvenation. She will also mention the treatment of weight loss using acupuncture and Chinese herbs.


On March 25, there will also be another seminar, entitled as “The Progress and Advantage of Traditional Chinese Medicine in the Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus”, presented by Dr. Zhen Hu. Dr. Hu is a professor, chief TCM physician, and dean of The School of International Studies at Wenzhou Medical College, dean of TCM Faculty of Wenzhou Medical College, vice president of Wenzhou TCM Association.


Dr. Hu is a renowned TCM doctor in Wenzhou City of Zhejiang Province. In addition, he was also the dean of the Chinese Division of the Confucius Institute at Burapha University in Thailand (2007-2008). Dr. Hu will talk about the Mechanism of Acupuncture and Chinese Herbal Medicine in treatment of Diabetes, TCM philosophy and methods in the treatment of diabetes, comparison of TCM and western medicine in the treatment of diabetes and TCM treatment for the complications caused by diabetes. 


Due to a very tight schedule, the attendees must arrive at least 15 minutes earlier prior to the seminar to register for the seminar.  The seminar will start promptly at 10:00AM. 








ATCMS Workshop Announcement





Following Dr. Jieying Fu’s seminar on Sunday, we will host two workshops. The details are described as follows:


Topic:  Demonstration of Needling Techniques for Facial Rejuvenation and Weight Loss


Presenter: Dr. Jieying Fu


Date and Time: 


6:30PM-9:00PM, Monday, March 26: presented in Chinese and translated in English 


6:30PM-9:00PM, Tuesday, March 27: Presented in Chinese


Location: Life ® Acupuncture Clinic located at 305 Second Ave., Suite 2, NY, NY 10003 (between 17th and 18th street)


Fee: member and student: $50; non-member: $80


Registration: pre-registration by March 20; please send a check (payable to ATCMS)  together with your name, telephone number,  email address and the date you choose to come: 


ATCMS 14, East 34th Street, 5th floor, NY, NY 10016


Due to limited seats, acceptance is based on first-come, first-served policy.  Please register ASAP.   If you have any questions, please email “atcmsny@gmail.com” or call Dr. Ling Zheng at 212-689-1773





Editors of This Issue:


Roger Tsao, Ming Liu,


Yong Ming Li





Legal Advisor


Li Yang, Attorney at Law


Office: 718 445-7140








Announcement：The 2012 Annual Conference and Spring Seminar of ATCMS





We are pleased to announce that ATCMS will hold our 2012 Annual Conference on Sunday, March 25, 2012, on the 2nd Floor at the Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel in Flushing, NY. We cordially invite all of our members as well as other TCM colleagues in the New York areas to participate in the activity. There are three programs in this upcoming event:


TCM Seminar: It is also part of our spring academic activity (10:00am-5:30PM) at Phoenix Room on the 2nd Floor). In this seminar, we will invite Prof. Zhen Hu who comes from Wenzhou Medical College to talk on his topic of “The Advantage and Progress of TCM in the Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus, and Prof. Jieying Fu to introduce “The Role of Acupuncture in Constitution Adjustment and Facial Rejuvenation. Please read the “The Introduction of the Spring Seminar of 2012” and “The Notice of this Upcoming Spring Seminar” on this ATCMS Newsletter, for detailed information. 


The Photo Exhibition on “American Acupuncture: 1971-2011”:  More than 50 selected photos on the history of American acupuncture will be displayed during Seminars and Gala Part. The Reception starts at 6pm till 7pm.  Selected display photos will be auctioned during the gala and all sales will be donated to non-profit activities of acupuncture lobbies and public services.


Banquet: From 7 to 11pm, following the seminar, a banquet will be served with traditional Chinese dishes prepared by Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel. Various performances will also accompany the banque t to entertain our members and guests. We encourage our members and guests to join the performers. With your participation, we will inspire the TCM Community and strengthen our friendships and mutual understanding.  


Members are welcome to invite your family and friends as guests. Due to the limited seats, please contact Dr. Sophia Liao (Tel. 917-605-5819, Email: sophxhl@yahoo.com, Mailing Add: 26-25 Union Street, #3F, Flushing, NY 11354) to make reservations and ticket purchasing. Banquet ticket costs $40 each, although the actual cost to ATCMS is $60.


To those who would like to perform during the banquet, please contact Dr. Jie Shi (Tel. 516-906-1120, Email: jshiusa@msn.com) or Dr. Dazhi Chen (Tel. 646-262-7895, Email: dazchen@yahoo.com) for detailed information.


Once again, we hope you join us for this wonderful event. 


(American Traditional Chinese Medicine Society, ATCMS) 





ATCMS News & Views





ATCMS Seminar, Spring 2012





Time: March 25, 2012, Sunday


Seminar: 10:00─5:30pm 


Photo Exhibition Reception: 6:00-7:00pm


Gala Party: 7-11pm


Place: 	Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel，2nd floor, Phoenix Room


      	135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354


Topic：Advantage and Progress of Traditional Chinese Medicine in the treatment of 


       	Diabetes Mellitus --- Prof. Zhen Hu 


Role of Acupuncture in Constitution Adjustment and Facial Rejuvenation


--- Prof. Jieying Fu


Language: Presentation in Chinese with English real-time translation (20 headsets are available; first come, first serve, to reserve email to atcmsny@gmail.com ASAP)


Credit：7 NCCAOM CEU


Seminar Fees: $60 for ATCMS members and students; $80 for others 


      ($20 discount for those attend both Seminar and Gala Party)


Contact: (212) 689-1773 (Dr. Zheng)；(917) 605-5819 (Dr. Liao)





Acupuncture Legislation and Insurance Information





News 1:  New York acupuncture profession joint action to oppose Bill S2816/A6286


The bill S2816/A6286 was respectively introduced to the Assembly and the Senate of the state of New York on 3/11/2011 by Joseph Morelle (New York State Assemblyman) and San James Seward (Senator). The purpose of the bill is to enact comprehensive reforms to reduce fraud, abuse and the associated costs in the New York no-fault system. In this bill, it amends the definition of “Health Service Provider” which is referred to in the New York Workers' Compensation Board New Medical Treatment Guidelines. Because licensed acupuncturist is not listed as an “authorized provider” under the current New York State Worker’s Compensation Laws, Licensed acupuncturists may lose the right to assess and treat no-fault patients if this bill is passed and signed into laws. It may affect the opportunity of acupuncturists to get reimbursement from no-fault insurance companies.


ATCMS actions: Considering that the language of this bill is unclear and create questions whether licensed acupuncturist will be omitted as a provider treating for no-fault patients, ATCMS strongly oppose the bill. ATCMS has taken the following actions:


1. To send a letter to Assembly member Joseph D. Morelle, and Senator San James Seward (The Chair of the Insurance Committee) in which we strongly oppose several components of this Bill.


2. To contact MSSNY (Medical Society of State of New York) and other medical professional organizations to coordinate action to successfully stop this bill form going through.


3. To support ASNY to initiate a legislative action for the opportunity allowing New York State licensed acupuncturist to be listed as an “authorized provider” under New York State Workers’ Compensation Laws.


4. To request ATCMS members and patients to email the chair of the insurance committee of the Assembly and the Senate strongly opposing this bill.


ATCMS will report the updated information of the legislative progress to our members, continually.


News2:  Support designating acupuncture as an Essential Healthcare Benefit (EHB) 


In 2010, President Obama signed the Affordable Care Act, a health insurance reform law intended to ensure access to quality and affordable health insurance for all Americans. Starting in 2014, most health plans will be required to offer a comprehensive package of items and services to patients, known as “essential health benefits” (EHB). Under the new law, EHB must cover certain specific services including emergency services, maternity and newborn care, prescription drugs as well as preventive and wellness services, among others.


One month ago, HHS has given Americans an opportunity to comment on the Essential Health Benefits. On 01/31/2012, American Association of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (AAAOM), the Council of Colleges of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM), and the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) collaborative sent a letter to HHS. Collectively, it represents the interests of over 29,000 licensed acupuncturists and nearly 6,000 students, as well as the millions of patients who seek out acupuncture services. It uses a lot of positive clinical outcomes, physician referrals and cost-effectiveness to prove that acupuncture fits all of the criteria for an eligible EHB service, and has demonstrated meaningful improvement in outcomes over current effective services and treatments for conditions in at least five of the ten general categories of health care outlined by HHS.


ATCMS in conjunction with other AOM organizations, colleagues, and acupuncture patients sent extensive emails to HHS, the letters mainly focused on the following two purposes:


1. Strongly request that acupuncture be designated as an essential health care service. 


2. In order to allow for the best possible health plans available, it recommends that one of the benchmarks for state exchanges to be based on the Federal Employee Health Benefits (FEHB) program.   The FEHB program covers nine million people and is currently the largest employer sponsored health insurance program in the world. Federal employee health plans are often held up as a model of the good employee coverage that should be available to all Americans.
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