Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
Attention: CMS-9980-P
P. O. Box 8010
Baltimore, MD 21244-8010
Date:

Re: Disagreement of Acupuncture Being Left out of the EHB for NYS
Dear Sir/Madam,
We are writing to express our great concern and strong disagreement of Acupuncture being left out of the Essential Health Benefits for NY State.  Below are our primary concerns:

· Acupuncture falls into 2 of the 10 requirements of the “Benchmark Plans”.  Acupuncture is both proven effective in Prevention and Wellness, as well as, in Rehabilitative and Habilitative services. 

· Milliman performed a review of 10 health care plans.  Information is incorrect in their report/chart stating that acupuncture is covered in 5 of the 6 large plans and available by rider in 3 of the 4 small plans.  In actuality, 6 of the 6 large plans cover acupuncture and 4 of the 4 small plans have acupuncture available under additional rider.  10 for 10 have this benefit available and this benefit should be made available to NYS residents and as an Essential Health Benefit.

· Recognized by The World Health Organization, Acupuncture was identified as the number one complimentary treatment worldwide in a recent survey of 191 countries.  The International Classification of Disease version 11 is set to include East Asian Medicine codes to diagnose patients using this system of healthcare.  

· California, Colorado and Maryland are a few of the states that have included acupuncture as a benefit as part of their Essential Health Benefits.  

· New York State battles increased pain killer addiction statewide which has led to violent crime and theft.  Additionally these addictions lead to personal and financial distress.    Acupuncture is a proven, cost-effective and safe method of treating a host of conditions, drug-free.  

We strongly urge you to require New York State to include Acupuncture Services as an Essential Health Benefit.  We believe that Acupuncture is a tremendous benefit to all New Yorkers and can be provided safely and effectively without escalating costs.

Sincerely,

____________________ 

Name:
Tel. No:
